
Fragile Habitat of Green Turtles  

After living on land for over 80 million of years, various reptiles in competition adopted an aquatic 
life dominated the Mesozois Seas as swimming predators. But, as air-breathing reptiles, they had 

to surface to fill their lungs, which with 
many features of sight, smell, and 
respiration, had adapted to a marine 
environment. In marine reptiles, the 
bones of walking limbs and feet develop 
into a verity of paddles shapes, for use as 
underwater oars. Some like turtles may 
have hauled themselves on to land to lay 
eggs (underwater, the embryos would 
suffocate otherwise) 

Between August and January., Hawks-

Bay and other beaches throughout the cost of 
Pakistan up to Gawatar-Bay into Iran become 
breeding grounds for large number of Turtles. It was 
a time when thousands of Turtles may crawl up 
Hawks-Bay beach every night during the breeding 
season. Although access to Hawaksbay is not 
restricted, still there would not be much room 
between Turtles anyway; even they have been 
known to dig up existing nests to lay their own eggs 
on this crowded beach.  

But that’s no more, the human invasion on these 
beaches has driven them away in most cases they 

can’t even make it to the land. 



The atrocious Korean trawler  trawling in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) licensed to kill and 
destroy our fishing ground, snatching 
livelihood of the fisherman, under the nose of 
Pakistani Navy and Islamabad being silent 
spectator.  

Destroying marine habitat, killing Dolphins, 
Turtles and other air breathing marine life i.e. 
Snakes) and polluting our waters, by throwing 
the marine life i.e. small sizes of Fish, Crabs, 
Shrimps, and other plants and animals, i.e. 
Molluscs, worms, echonoderms, cnidarians, 
crustaceans, and invertebrates back into the 
sea, because, they do not fetches good $ 

value in European markets. 

If our High ranking government official, politicians and Generals sitting in Islamabad could include 
this clause in their contract that the unwanted fish and other marine life caught by them should be 
handed over to the local fishermen instead of throwing in to the sea, could safe the lively hood of 
our fishing community as well as stop the pollution. 

 

That fish and other marine life cadaver 
when decompose in a large quantity 
generates many kind of dangerous bug 
which further leads to mix up with the 
food chain and those viruses generates 
a special genus of alga which is poisons, 
and when it consume by fish and other 
marine life causes havoc. It’s been few 
years this processes has been 
replicating but deaf ears sitting in 
governmental departments, Universities, 
and others like NIO, as well as our 
NGO’s i.e. WWF & IUCN just enjoying 

sumptuous lifestyle.  

From time to time these processes of destruction continue large number of dead fishes find there 
way to our beaches and creeks and multiply pollution and destroying our marine environment. 

The discarded fish shrimps and other crustaceans are thrown into the sea, some of them 
happened to be popular food among the local fishing community, and the rest could be utilize 
making poultry food for feeding the chickens. But by throwing the dead in to the sea cause serous 
pollution and become major killer of our marine life, it has been seen millions of dead fishes 
floating to our beaches now and than but neither Navy nor any other government departments 
has taken any serious efforts to investigate the real cause.  



Although Pakistan Ministry of Fisheries has 
appointed two or more persons on board of each 
fishing trawlers to observe the unspeakable 
practices committed by these fishing foreign 
trawls. But nothing has ever been published in 
print media, or Electronic media. 

In the consequences! Fishing community, living 
along the coast of Sindh and Balochistan are 
slowly dying of malnourishment. If I may not be 
callous in conclusion over a period of 40 years, 
one may say this is a systematical genocide of the 
people who have been living on these shores of 
the Sindh and Balochistan even before the 
partition of Sub-continent for many centuries, now 
facing extinction. 

 

 

  

 The Islamabad policies are designed in 
such a way that our fisher man are getting 
poorer and poorer day by day and the rich 
and famous families of north are getting 
richer on the cost of poor fisherman of 
Sindh and Balochistan. Isn’t that 
surprising that during a seminar in Karachi 
University a guest speaker from 
Islamabad proudly mentioned that today’s 
the biggest and richest fisher man is from 
Mianwalli (Punjab) Those license holder 
(foreign fishing trawler) knowing very well 
that they are above the law and have 

caused havoc during the last few 
decades  

 By using illegal fishng net they 
have not only killed our fishes but 
also destroyed the babies, eggs and 
fishing habitats, in order to feed 
their hungry fish-processing floating 
factories at EEZ. They caned the 
good fish and throwaway the 
unwanted catch in to the sea 
causing ecological disaster. While 



fishing they have mercilessly killed 
thousands of Dolphin, Turtles, and 
Sea Snakes. During fishing they have 
bulldoze and Destroyed, hundred and 
thousands squire Kilometer of 

seabed. Which include coral reefs, gorgonians gardens, in result the effect are devastating on our 
biodiversity?  

As you know we have one of the most productive ocean, during monsoon the upwelling brings 
the fresh nutrients from the deep of the ocean. At the edge of the continental shelf where the drop 

is more than 1000ft deep is the most 
riches area as the marine life is 
concerned. 

Last week alone I saw three 
decomposed bodies of dead green 
turtles (One Male and two Females) 
within a area of 2KM on Clifton beach 
between (New police post and DHA 
Encroachments wall) As you know the 
turtles are air breathing reptile when 
caught-up in the fishing net unable to 
surface for breathing and drown. Later 
their decomposed bodies washed a 
shore. 

 There are seven types of sea turtles.  

The most often seen in this area are the green Turtle that can weigh over 170 Kg (375 lbs) and 
have a shell 125cm (4ft) in length. Unfortunately, green Turtle have long been known as good to 
eat, Baby green turtle soap had been favorites soap for the Queen of England, In old days a 
bungalow was constructed at the cliff high above  the turtle beach of the Jiwani for the queen of 
England she often stayed in this bungalow to watch the world best sun-set, while she was not 
there this place was use to export the turtle eggs and Baby turtles for the queen of England’s 
cuisine. 

No wonder their numbers were decimating in the last century. (Only Last year a container load of 
Turtle meat on its way to lucrative market was caught) Instead they should be protected in the 
marine park. 

The Loggerhead Turtle is also large its shell can be 110 centimeters (3.5 ft) in length-while the 
hawksbill Turtle is somewhat smaller.  

The hawksbill turtle favors warmer tropical waters, while the loggerhead turtle primarily nests in 
temperate regions. Sadly, the world’s largest turtle, the leatherback, is quite rare and, although 
widespread, it is an endangered species. Some have been found with shells 179 cm (5.5 ft) long.  



It has been reported that the 
internationally endangered Green 
turtle (Chelonia mydas) and critically 
endangered Hawksbill turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricata) frequently 
use Astolla Island (A Island near 
Pasni in Balochistan) for nesting 
purposes. This is the only site along 
the 1,000-km Pakistan coast where 
sightings of Hawksbill turtles have 
allegedly occurred. 

  

Laying eggs  

Watching female turtle laying eggs 
could be a long interesting and 
exciting experience. Turtles start 
coming up the beach at sunset, like 
invading army 100’s of mama turtles 
crawling up the sandy beach 
throughout the night for laying eggs, 
often the last return to the water only 
after sunrise. Each laboriously hauls 
her vast bulk up the beach slope and 
into the fringing vegetation. She then 
uses her flippers to clear a large 
crater into which she dug-up egg 

chamber cylindrical shape (20X60 cm in diameter) in which she lays 150 to 200 soft plastic like 
round balls about the size and appearance of ping-pong balls. She start laying one egg at a time 
keep covering up with the jelly, then lays two at time the further it can be three eggs at a time 
during all this processes she keep covering them with jelly like stuff to protect them against the 
insects, once she finished she then start covering them with the help of hinds flappers. The soft 
force applied by the hind flappers mixing sand and the jelly produce during the processes, and 
gently wrapping the eggs in the shape of a tomb. 

Than, she cover up the tomb with the sand and during this processes she actually swim under 
sand approximately one meter below the surface After moving one meter from the chamber she 
actually start turning at a right angle with using a combination of 3 to13 ratio of her flippers further 
move to another meter than she climb up and take a long walk on the opposite direction of the 
sea water leaving zigzag track making confusing for human being to get to her private chamber, 
to avoid steeling her eggs. Now the nest has been secured to her satisfaction, she begins the 
slow haul back to the water. She will repeat this process several times during the season. 

Every night about 200 t0 300 Mama Turtles walk-up the beach, out of … 



50% of them are normally scared 
away by the human interruption. 
25% could not find a place to dig 
up the pit for laying eggs because 
during the last 50 + years a large 

number of luxurious beach huts / Bungalows have been built on the Egg-laying ground of turtles, 
leaving no room for turtles to lay eggs. Still some manages to dig under the fences and lay eggs 
in the courtyard of the luxury beach-huts. In the processes of digging into the courtyards they 
some time gets injured very badly. But, there is no body to help them to get back in to the sea. As 
the time passing by a complete concrete wall of beach huts had been built, (From Kaka-Pir till 
Army lodge/Coast Guard) either belongs to high ranking official’s, Rich & Famous of Islamabad or 
untouchable privileged Class. The KPT being the owner of the land controlled by Islamabad 
helplessly or miserably watching… 

Hatchling  

Between October to January, turtle hatchlings can be seen on their way across the beach to their 
first swim. This is a more thrilling sight than the egg-laying process. After the sun has set on a 
moonlit night, the sand will suddenly erupt as tiny turtles; will with their soft, fuzzy shells, 
simultaneously burst out of the nest. Using the reflection of the moon on water as their beacon, 
they scamper down the sand and paddle off. However, many predators also known these 
timetable-many hatchlings never make it to the water. It is estimated that only a few percent 
reach adulthood. 
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You may check out KSDC’s activities by clicking the  following links  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Astola_Feb_20_2006_%2822%29.JPG 



http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-4496889505096246417&q=clown+grouper 

http://health.ph.groups.yahoo.com/group/dive_in_karachi 

http://www.panoramio.com/photo/929837#comment 

http://groups.google.com/groups?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rls=GFRC,GFRC:2007-

12,GFRC:en&q=ksdc+scuba+diving+club 

ksdc-scuba-diving-club@googlegroups.com  

http://groups.google.com.pk/group/ksdc-scuba-diving-club?hl=en  

http://www.panoramio.com/user/146305 

ksdc-scuba-diving-club@googlegroups.com 

http://www.panoramio.com/photo/680488 

  

  

  

 
 


